A CENTURY OF MEMORABLE NATIONAL PARK EXPERIENCES AND CoONSERVATION EFFORTS FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS

In the Beginning (Prior to 1900)

For centurics, Aboniginal peeples travelled through
the western lindscape. The Beaver Hills prowided
reliel along the jommey; o place to hont, gather and
resst. Aspen thickets surroumded by prairie provided
forage, protection and plenty of water for plains
mson, elk, moose and deer

EIE Island Matidmal Park has more thon 2050
Aboriginal sites; most were campsites and places
where the Tssu T'mna (Sarces), Nehiwyan {(Flains
Cree), and their sllics, the Nakoks (Assimiboine],
kainai (Blood), and Siksika {Blackfoot) pecple
hnmted for game

Men of Vision -
Establishment of Elk Park (1900 to 1910

O March 28, 1900 Candd a's first wildlife samctuary
was established Five local men pledgad by bond to
the Dentinion Coverniment of Canada lo protect one
of the last remamnmg herds of elk m Canada Walliam
Andrew Dickson Lees, lohnson Carscacden,
Elsworth Simmmons, William H. Cooper and Francis
Austin Walker signed a 5000 bond to establish Elk
Park, a 41 square kilomietre fenced enclosune around
Astotin Lake.

I 1908, Elk Park
was renamed Elk
Island Farke,

Return of the Plains Bison
(cirea 1910 = 1920)

The plaing bisem in EIK Iskand Natbemal Park:

T ted from a private herd owned by Charles
Al and Michel Pable of Ranan, I'nhmam For

Growth and Development (1920 - 1930y

By 1923, the V'ark was moregsed in gizs to allow for
growing wildlife populations. Development for
visitor vse bogan o 1223 and by 1924, the Bk tsland
Parkway was constructed fromt ﬂ'ﬂrmth o the south.

Dual Mandate for the National Park -
Preservation and Recreation (1940 - 1950)

Mz recredtion facilibies were corsbmicted after
'r'l.'l._lzh‘l '|".'.3;r || L Iu;!l_n:.; | 1G] |'u..,:|_1|_|_'|.l!|.'|1'l.- q.!]“l,u_;. &
dance hall, a band shell, teninis courts and # service
station. Sandy Beach Campground opened in 1947, In
keeping with the preservabion mandate, o program
wag imitlated, in 19410, brimg, back the beaver o the
Besver Hills after cenbinries of over-trapping. Today
mone than 1000 beaver regide m the natonal park.

Ukrainian Pioneer Home (1950 to 1960)

In 1957, I'rime Minister Louis 5L Laurent officially
opened the Uleainim Fioneer Home, a replica of a
typical home built by early Ukrindon settbers. The
Ukrainian Monesr Home was federally designated as
the oldest purpose-till Ukrpinian muoseum in
Cuanady. The home remains unocoupied, as it does
not mieet today s budlding

standards.

Fire Management (1970 - 1980)

[ V7, fire wias reintroduced into the Mark through
carefully planned prescribed binma After decades of
fine suppression, the aspen fonest i [k 1sland
Mational Park begin to dominate the grassland areas
Fire became recognized a8 an essential loo] 1o
re-establish the balance ol foresl, grassland and other
types of vegetation, thus maintaindng healthy
ecosysiems

Trumpeter Swan Reintroduction

Beaver Hills Ecosystem (1% —2000)

At the torn of the millenminm, the Beaver Hilks
Initintive was established in collaboration with Tlk
lsland Watwonal Park, mumnicipal partners,
environmental groups, the provincal govermment
and industry. [ts mission is to support cooperative
efforts tosustain the quakity of water, land, am,
rabitral resources and comarmnity development.

A Place for Protection and People
{2000 and Beyond)

The year A006 marked the [TEth anmiversaey for Bk
Island as the first Mldhiepmmreinunada The
'ark has evolved m many ways, but the yisiom
remaing the same Today it comtimmes to be s place for
nature and for people.

A hundred years have come and gine, and with that
vigion, an imcredible legacy began. Tmagine whal the
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5245 a head, the Dominion Covermment of Canada
punchased Fablo's share of the hend, In 1907,
approximabely 400 plains bison were shipped to the
Park by railway, via Lamaont, en route to their fimal
destination. Buffalo National Park at Wainwright.
Forty-eaght animals eluded capture; their ofispring
remain in Elk [sland fo thisday, This herd flourished
and over the next century thousands of plaing bison
from the Park were Semil to other nobaral Greas m
Morth Ammerica o resestablish herds where they ance
roamed, Their relurn represents one of the moest
significant even(s in Canadian censervation history.

Blk Island Mabomal Park designated 2607 as the

“Year of the Bison™ marking 1510 vears of bison L
COrEeT Y iion.

Program (1980 - 1550)

In 1437, Elk Island National Park begon o trumpetes
swan rethtroduction program” The fumpeter swan
prrpridation declined in Uie T80 swhen the
settlement of the prairies resulted in over-hunting
aned boss of critical habatat.

After an absence of over a hundmd years, the bingese
walerfow] in Morth America has once again
firmly established itael{ in the Park.

Elk Island Becomes a National Park
(1930 — 1940)

Im 154}, the Pack wias renoumed Bk sland MNattonal
Pork as dedlored nncler the rew Naffenal Paris Al and
was obligated 1o preserve the natral environment for
the enjoyment and use by the people of Conada and
fof fulbiire genetitions.

Woed Bison (1950 - 1970)

Thonght b6 be extinet, a small herd of poors wood
: bason were kocated m 1957 in o remole comer of
L Wead Budfalo National Park. For conservation
L. ;’:ﬁ purposes, 23 animals were transported to Elk lsland
i -1-1“ y MNational Park im 1963, Most wild popalations of
e =, I wood bison thal currently exist in Worth America
= Ry cam be traced back to the E1k sland hexd
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HaviNnG A SAFE VIsIT THE Bic Six BirDER’'S PARADISE

PParks Canaca wanbs Lo |‘u:j|,:- VO IOy YO '.-.”.- apue slay
rafe. Please [imi} your impact on park wild [ife by giving
all animils the respect they deserve and the spoace they
need. Enjoy a safe visit and ensure that fubure senerations
fave the chieance 1o see wildlite that is trudy wild

White-tailed Deer

Chdnanileny THrgInag

Sizer amaller and moree solifary than mule deer
Average Weipht: buck 1 kg

Pelage: browmsh-grey to brownish-red

Head: face has white throat omd eve rings. Only
males hove antlers

Diet: grazer in surmmer; browser m fall and winer
thurds and twigs of shimbs and saplings and needles
Of BVETTTEETIS)

Lk Isfand Mational Park is a
transitional Zone betwesn
boreal forest and aspen
parkland comtaiming several
distinct habitats within a small
ared. This variety of upland habitat
and extensive wetlands provides
opportunities for many spedes to
forage and broed

{¥ the 253 species recorded in the national
park; 137 are known to breed here.

frumpeter Swan Conservation Success
Irumpeter swans used io be abundant in Nerth
America, however by the cardy 19005 they were
humnted ko fnear extingtion. The eher swan
conservation project besan in Bk Tsland Mational Park
in 1987, with the ohjective ol establishimg a magralory,
breeding flock of ten or more pairs in the Park.

Elk or Wapiti

Cerons and tohens s

Size: secomd largest member of the deer tamily at 4 to
5 feet tall

Average Weight: bulls ap fo 450 kg

Pelages mainly medivan brown with a eream coloursd
rmgp

Head: dark orown throat mane, only moles have antlens
Diet: grazer - eals grasses snd sedges in the spring
angd sanmmer; hrowses on Ewigs in winter

BISON

Biscr are the largest native terrestral nummals in North Amernca,
Wioad bison and plains bison have the same general characteristics.
The bison in Elk lsland National Park live in separate fenced areas of the park to ensure they don't interbreesd.

Bison or Buffalo? 50 what is the difference, anyway?
Simmptly puk, the correct term for the largest land mamimal i Morth Amenca s bison,
Bison mav resemble therr relatives, but they are different gpecies than that of the
Agian water buffalo and African buffale that live in Southeast Asia and Africa.

To Tncrease Your Fnjoyment While an the Trails

® lravel vwiatly olhers, o established lrﬂl_lﬁ... -;_1:||_r|,||,:..;
daylight hours

* Diress in layers, carry sutficient water, insect repellent
Al sunsoreen

* "ick omly trails suitable for vour fitness level, Let
somenne know where you are going, and when you
Y Fn?::l_ few I hack. . .

IMere are three distinet ﬁuh—ﬁpm‘hﬁ of bison in the world today, Enropean hison live in
Poland and Buropean portions of the tormer Soviet Union
Mama bison and wosond bisom are exchnsive to Morth Ametica

Friends of Elk Isla.m:! Society

The Friends of Elk [sland Society isa
non-profl ceuperaave astuc e,
which works with Parks Canada o
protect, presarve, and promoie E1k 1sland National Pagk,

Make o lasting contribution to Bk [sland National Pork of

Cefve amimads the right of way and stay af least trree
bz levgihs awpary (10N nee fres ).

Camadia by becoming a member ond ... Pimimizing harassment to the swans and ma ximizing
" hr-i‘[rshape- |1-u11{'1.r h}r voiring comeems and electing their senee of sacirby g vital g the siwerees of the
vohimteer buird members;

ransplant program
* participate in meetings, projects, and special events;
o develop skille through volunteer achivities;

s peceive The Thumpely rewaletter of events and.

-~ !-tk-
Pledse remain in your r
vihicke or if hiking, avond -

-—

® Nake nodse to let the bison know you are in the area nurmation; i -Fﬂfmm une ll'l.illil-F.‘l:‘l.i:l.'-HI-':'l:!]W ; -
® Ko a walchiul eve on the bison and the trail, leave a * enjoy merchandise discounts af "Priends of” sales vutlets _ L Jll':ﬁl’n::f :::i:;‘il;&lt:ﬁj:::rli to human chsturbance
wicle berth and walk show |y Ppast. acruss Camacha. 2 _Ltu-' . | J.I_i [ ‘d r.h hh * ' i :‘I.rr_' L
« Avord approaching bison. E11-=_'. may charge if they Visit the Friends of Elk Island Soclety webdite = —w — S : : -
fee] threatened higp:/ fwwwelkislnd ca Wood Bison (south of Highway 16) Plains Bisnn (narth of Highway 16)

® |Retreal imnediateldy o the lraidbead i signs of

Fiesom son sifufescne Brson hrtsor Bison

HREER RO OPeT o SURVEY OF MAMMALS Size: average length 34 metres Sizer average length 5.4 metres Located in the Sonthemn Boreal Plains and Plateaus
= H'.l:'f-'li.'ll'l'll:.' 15 TH T'l.'-'l'.'l'_lm'l'l'lﬁ'l':l'.‘lE"_‘l om the trd I'Iq' M in T'H'L Ii-"-ILJ'L"'CI L!iu-.m TIL'IH !“‘_ A‘l.rElaH'E' WEi'_B,‘,l‘II.'. hl.l.]] HJ.‘J kg .'-".I-'H'HEP Wﬁghl: h'l.'l." TE0 l'\'-'g T";'."II:I-'I-n'rl RE‘H“W"-: E]}.;_ lﬂjﬂnd Nlﬂim"l':l Par].; is & [uﬂque
Elk Alert! LA_rp.{ Area Pelage: winger cont is da rk h:rmm;n; little oF o chap Ft_'llg,ec winter coat is med1l1lm browm; chaps of long transitional area where aspen dominate the lower
w Cow 1k iy b sspcinlly daiseons decing cabiitg Plaina Hidan 108 m 405 hair on forelegs, Cape dows not form a distinet hair on forelegs - usua lly.hghf:-:r m l:u-lf.u:.r. In boreal mived wood forest. Megetation patterms change
seasan (mid-Mav fo the #nd of ine) Wood Hison I 100 100 M boundary from the rest of the body . mmﬂel-lr;glpf forms a distinct boundary from the Mele D constantly due 1o the Park's ceography, climate and a
T e B e R e o i o Elk (Wapifi 500 T pr MNMoOoose Head: TRV e by y I1.1:.:1-;i anl ]-.’.t['-gl_.-r meck; straiglt Tes] . A viu {!‘ EE‘l'_ variety n!ulhrr nalural processes.
* k- Bx & t 3% il 5 : ' Alces alces anderson long hair om head, sloping down on forehead, homs Head: massive heavy head and short neck; rizey Cdocoilees femiion pes G ; = :
\sEERphemier. bt g oc Licoer] Moose 100 200 300 Size: largest member of deer family at 6 1o 7 feet La]l extending over hair, small pointed beard Inakr on Twead Size: larger and stockier than white-tailed deer el T l:;m;_lITH:IEE " UIT.,]EI}I g/ habilaeT0p Jua, ;m-d
If You Are '&"PP“}'HCI"}& bv a Predator Deer 27 321 S58 Average Weighi: bull 150 kg Hump: square shoulder hompy; highest point wetl T_'TIIII'II!! rodind shoulder haump; highest pomt over Average Weight buck 100 kg e Ih&ﬂm ;) mﬂg ':E":;_ﬂ""t:" o
Predatnrs pocUr in many shapes e st g help prevent Coviobes 200 Pelage: c':.:rk“:!rc-wn upperparts fade to Epey on e :-'.l-rl-.-.-.l ril ol &houlder . |:1.'L'-.nl J&!;i Fl:li_lgp: |11':.-w.:u5|:"|-:_!,11::.' during the summer; grey el S hmarmikﬁd-wﬂud Sl ﬁﬁdﬁr.'i
orverpopulation of prey species, which helps mamtiom Heaver” 12 Head: long with a humped nose amd a b"]']""'g Ta_d: langer with long hairs Ii.ll: ey iR pinfoy m:nd::rwa E-hrul;ﬁ and grasslands, .
ecological integrity. [Fa predator approaches you, send Cotgar Mo resident popalation hanging from the throal. Males have shovel like Diel: groases & sedges Diict: grasses & sedges Head: dark lorehead, tan face, black muzzle, large A
clear message that vou are NOT potentizl proy. Keep voan Lear Mo resident populabon “rflhm' ; R . : F‘Imm s '*"f'"]'f :-"]:F]"- border. Only males 1"-?\'1'! anllers.
F"‘. [t & 'iC'j'I:EI ""1"5 “""Ei l'j'l"'- m L!L'I!".nf_', 'I"'II".]]:E" h'“'“ '“'“E" "Bunisintiersd aoe ealitnabes. Beavier poyaidl stice Daclindeyd aodomd g Elﬂr bru‘m FEAts th‘ll:;ﬁ e I-In-l'-t kflj'l'fﬁ'm D":h I::',I.'ﬂil':t'f i EFI'DH':" L“td A t']"‘l_'l'l"ll'ﬂjr in Eﬂ“: ﬂ]“ﬂ

sunumer; aqualic plants ior salt winter (twigs, saplings and shrubs)

by wistne ftvala ano dbanas




